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BACK
IN THE GAME
Third baseman junior

EAST SIDE, STRONG SIDE
Round two of Tugs took a muddy
turn Wednesday as fraternities and
sororities were tested in a battle of
wills and strength.

Brant Valach returns after a
broken hand injury took him
out for one month.
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Unofficial
election
results
announced
By Jarad Jarmon
Associate News Editor | @JJarmonReporter

K ATIE SMITH | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Members of Zeta Phi Beta sorority march with group of students Wednesday in regard to the oppression of the African American community at
Eastern. Some ofthe group's concerns specifcally include a lack of notification from the university regarding potential emergency situations, as
well as percieved negative coverage by local news outlets.

Students speak out against campus issues
By Dominic Renzetti
Editor-in-chief | @domrenzetti
Members of the Zeta Phi Beta sorority hosted a march for change outside the steps of the
Dounda Fine Arts Center Wednesday to address issues relating to feelings of oppression
and misrepresentation in the Eastern community.
A flier for the event appeared on Instagram
Tuesday, showing the Tuesday edition of The
Daily Eastern News front page, showing stories regarding the arrest of Larry A. Steeples, the
Charleston man charged in the killing of Gina
Giberson, as well as the guilty plea of Marquis
Green, who was charged with resisting a police
officer and driving with a revoked license.
Green was one of two people arrested after
the September “Barn Party” incident, which
ended in gunshots, sending three people to the

hospital. The Phi Beta Sigma fraternity, who
hosted the party, was subsequently suspended
after the event. Kajaun Wright, who was also
arrested, pleaded guilty in November to resisting a police officer. He was given one year of
conditional discharge.
Attendees at the march addressed the “Barn
Party” once again, saying Eastern should send
more text message alerts for similar situations.
“The ‘Barn Party’ was not on campus,” said
Diamond Robinson, a member of Zeta Phi
Beta and psychology major. “It was in Charleston, and we all received alerts and everything, it
was in the newspaper, and I feel like we should
just have more alerts about different things like
that.”
Robinson also talked about the negative
things said about minorities on the Internet following the “Barn Party” stories.
“And they put the different things up there

about African Americans every day and it
makes us feel like we’re always the enemy and
we’re always the one creating the violence, and I
feel like we should put it out there and we want
to be loved,” she said. “We want this to be our
home.”
Members of The Untold Truth, a new organization on campus that uses the arts to talk
about social issues, also addressed what they
considered hypocrisy in the coverage of the
“Barn Party” and other off-campus events.
“There are over 20 plus articles (on The
News’ website) expressing the removal, the tragedies and the disbandment of the most recent
‘Barn Party’,” said Zachary Booth, the public
relations and marketing chair of The Untold
Truth. “But less than 10 articles expressing the
multiple tragedies that occur during the annual bar crawls that promote underage drinking.”
MARCH, page 5

The unofficial election results for the student
government executive board, as well as next year’s
Student Senate were announced at the senate meeting Wednesday.
Lauren Price, the Student Action Team vicechair, won the executive vice president position over
Brandon Goodman, the Student Senate Speaker.
Price won with 391 votes to Goodman’s 200 votes.
Reggie Thedford, the student affairs committee
chairman won the student body president election;
Shirmeen Ahmad, the academic affairs chairwoman,
won the student vice president for academic affairs
election; and Yazmin Rodriguez, the co-chairwoman for the university enhancement committee, won
the student vice president for student affairs election.
Those elected to senate include Christina Petterson, D’Andre Day, Marlene Acosta, Kenny Newsome, Cayla Maurer, Lorie Saintcyr, Cristal Villarreal, Jessica Bellephant, Mariah Scott and Molly Corcoran.
Despite these results, students can still file a grievance online within the next three days if they feel
there is an optimal reason as to why one of the candidates should not be officially elected.
Those who voted also approved the constitutional revisions with 96 percent of the vote in favor of the
changes. These changes can be seen on the student
government website.
Out of the 9,775 students on campus, only 578
to 651 students voted in the election, which accounts
for roughly 7 percent of the student body.
Also with Dan Nadler’s final approval, the four fee
funded organizations on campus including the Apportionment Board, University Board, student government and Student Recreational Center budgets
are set for the next school year.
With the approved student government budget allocations for next year, the senate also voted and approved the use of $6,000 from the student government to pay for the annual First Night celebration in
August.
Student Body President Kaylia Eskew said they
wanted to make sure they had money for First
Night had been approved before their last meeting next week. Summer senate cannot approve the
use of the money.
ELECTION, page 5

Emergency personnel responses fluxuate through years
By Kylie Dawkins
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
There have been 78 emergency calls from
campus since January, which brought in ambulances, fire trucks and police cars to Eastern’s rescue, said Lieutenant Phil Lang of the
University Police Department.
This number may be higher than usual because of the water pipes busting over winter break, causing the heat detectors and fire
alarms to sound, Lang said.
Chief Pat Goodwin, Charleston Fire Department, said the most common reason for
fire trucks to appear on campus is someone
burning food, setting off the smoke detectors.
The fire department’s response time to
campus is very quick due to the location of
the fire station, which is two blocks North of

Lantz Arena.
“We’ve got everything preplanned, and
where the vehicles are supposed to be positioned,” Goodwin said. “We don’t have any
big obstacles because we’ve been doing this
for so many years.”
If there happens to be a real emergency on
campus, students and teachers will find out first
through a text message from Alert EIU, and the
emergency notification siren will go off.
Medical personnel are seen on campus for
many different reasons. Ambulances come when
there is a medical emergency reported and also
every time there is a fire alarm set off.
Medical emergencies include accidental falls
due to weather conditions, sports injuries and the
occasional alcohol and drug related conditions,
Lang said.
Emergency calls have dropped in the last 15 to

20 years because the new alarm system does not
summon a full fire alarm until two detectors detect smoke, Goodwin said.
Another likely result of these new alarms is a
drop in the frequency of false alarms. Only one
of the 78 calls since January could be considered
a false alarm, Lang said.
Another challenge the University Police Department deals with is getting the crowd at the
scene to cooperate. During a large-scale incident,
the University Police Department would coordinate efforts with several of the local agencies such
as the Charleston Police Department, Lang said.
It’s also challenging to make sense of everyone’s
stories when they’re involved with an accident, he
added.
“Everyone present at a scene can see the same
thing, but they can see it and understand it differently,” Lang said.

Although accidents do occasionally occur
within Eastern’s parameters, not every ambulance
or fire truck on campus is responding to an emergency.
Frequently, the fire department is on campus
for educational purposes for themselves and also
Eastern employees. New members of the fire department do walk-throughs to familiarize themselves with the area, and they do training for hazardous materials. They also do training for the
lab school, and talk to several departments about
their operations.
“Just because you see an ambulance or a fire
apparatus on campus doesn’t mean it’s a call,”
Lang said. “We do so much more on campus.”
Kylie Dawkins can
be reached at 581-2812
or kadawkins@eiu.edu.
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Listening intently

Local weather
TODAY

Rain
High: 71°
Low: 46°

FRIDAY

Thunderstom
High: 67°
Low: 47°

For more weather visit castle.eiu.edu/weather.
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Yazmin Rodriguez, a sophmore sociology major, Joe Valenzio, a senior marketing major and Cecilia Brinker, director of student life
listen as Senator Dale Righter talks about the capital, his job and his connection to Eastern.

Illinois dancers to gather for competition
By DJ Bland
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
Six dance crews from all over Illinois will compete to take control of
the number-one spot in the first Illinois Best Dance Crew competition
Saturday at 7:30 p.m. in the grand
Ballroom of the Martin Luther King
Jr. University Union.
Although this is the first Illinois
dance crew competition, it is the
fourth overall dance competition
hosted at Eastern.
Admission for students is free
and the seating will be first-come,
first-served.
Illinois’ Best dance Crew was open
to all universities in the state. The
dance competition will give different

crews the opportunity to showcase
their talents and skills to other Illinois
universities. This competition will
bring a variety of dance moves and
showcase a different taste of flavor to
the stage of the Grand Ballroom.
David Groves, the event coordinator, said three different schools
will attend, and he anticipates a
large crowd.
The teams who will be competing in this completion are Elite
ENT from the University of Illinois, Envy Dance Troupe form
University of Northern Illinois,
High Definition form University of
Southern Illinois- Edwardsville and
Idiotic Jive from Eastern. Special
guests at the event include the African Student Association dancers as

an opening act and Rhythm & Xtacy, who will close the event.
Teams in the competition must
perform within a time frame of five
to ten minutes and have a theme
that catches the crowd. Also, there
will be a scoring rubric that a panel
of judges will go by.
The event will have a panel of four judges. The first judge is
Damiya Perkins, the former president of Rhythm & Xtacy and an
Eastern alumna. Other judges include Eastern alum, Andre Simmons, president of Boys of Poison,
Ebony Kvanpelt, an Eastern alumna
and current model and Matt Augustin, the current event promoter and
Illinois State alum, as well as a former dancer.

The judges will award the top
three teams with a trophy and Visa
Gift Card. The award for first place
is a $500 Visa gift card. Second
place will receive $300 and third
place will receive $200.
Groves said although the competition will have to compete with other events that day, including Greek
Week’s Tugs final and Girls on The
Run, he believes the show is one that
students will want to attend.
“The event will be a success,”
Groves said. “There are a lot of
things going on that day but it will
be a good turn out.”
DJ Bland can
be reached at 581-212
or djbland@eiu.edu.

Class helps to market, game attendance
By Mike Ommen
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
Eastern’s attendance rate for the
university’s baseball games has been
very low in the past few years, and
a Publicity in Sports class has a plan
to help promote the games and raise
the attendance.
In the past, Sarah Stokowski, a
kinesiology and sports studies professor, said she has had great success in this project as her students
helped raise the attendance for the
university’s volleyball team.
“The attendance average was 250
and one group for 550 people to a
game and the other group got 810
people to the game,” Stokowski
said. “My students have been split
up into two groups and are marketing two EIU baseball games.”
The two baseball games
that the class will market are on

Friday at 3 p.m. and Saturday at 1
p.m. As of right now the average attendance rate for Eastern baseball
games reaches about 40 people per
game.
Stokowski said she set a
goal for her students to at least double that rate, and hopefully reach
around 125 students at the game.
She said her students began by
creating a marketing plan to encourage students to attend the
games. They then came up with
their goals and objectives, which
included increasing awareness for
Eastern baseball, increasing the fan
experience, and getting 125 students to the game.
After that, her students
conducted what is called a SWOT
analysis, or strength, weaknesses,
opportunities and threats analysis.
This helps the students determine
why the rate is lower than expected,

and what can be done to increase
attendance, Stokowski said.
“My students feel that not many
people know when the games are
or even where the stadium is,” Stokowski said.
Once the students finished the
SWOT analysis, they worked on the
market segmentation for Eastern
students. Because there are more female students than male students,
marketing will be aimed differently
depending on if the target group is
male or female.
After the students figured out
how to get the word out about the
baseball games, they then made an
analysis for the five P’s of marketing
– price, place, promotion, public relations and product.
Stokowski said the students’ goal
involves more than boosting game
attendance.
“Our students aren’t just market-

HELP US HELP YOU!

ing EIU baseball, they are marketing Coaches Stadium.
Her students made fliers that will be posted around campus and will also utilize social media to help promote the two baseball games.
Stokowski added that her
students will not only market these
baseball games, but also wrote a
script that the PA announcer will
recite in both games.
“It’s just been a really great
experience. Students get a practical experience; they get to see their
hard work paying off,” she said.
“This is a project that they can put
on their resumes and go into a job
interview having a little bit of experience within marketing”.

ADVERTISE WITH THE DEN
217-581-2816

Mike Ommen can
be reached at 581-2812
or mwommen@eiu.edu.
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Fraternities, sororities compete to become elite
By Logan Pollen
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
The crowd was buzzing during the
popular event known as Tugs during
the Greek games Wednesday.
A crowd of about 500 people
swarmed the Campus Pond to watch
fraternities and sororities fight to win
the right to further their chances of
being called tugs champions. Like the
Greek wars of old, the battle was fierce
with mud-ridden tugging grounds.
Emily Manley, a coordinator of the
tug games, said the field’s condition
might have been a factor in the outcome of each match.
Eli Sidwell, who was a first-year student when the Greek games started at
Eastern in 1954, agreed.
“There is an advantage to pulling
from the east side; the west side is more
muddy,” Sidwell said. He noted that
since tugs started, the teams that pulled
from the east side of the pond have
dominated teams who pulled from the
west side.
“There is more elevation on the east
side and there are trees covering the
west side which blocks the sun creating
a more soggy ground,” he said.
The first match started between the
sororities Alpha Phi and Alpha Sigma
Alpha. ASA had the east side and the
advantage paid off. ASA won the match
pulling the front women of Alpha Phi
into the water.
The crowd erupted when ASA took
the victory. Between matches, pledges of
sororities would have a two-minute session of fast-paced whipping down of the
rope to help the tuggers get a better grip.
The next match was between the sororities of Sigma Sigma Sigma and Alpha Gamma Delta. Tri-Sigma won and
once again showed that teams that pull
from the east side tend to be victorious.
Dena Abdelaziz, an Alpha Gam
member, said the conditions were muddier than the field the team practiced on.
“Our strategy was to pull and try our
best, but the field was too muddy to get
good footing,” she said.
Kappa Delta sororities, who had
nicknames of the tuggers on the back of
their shirts, defeated Delta Zelta sorority, flinging three of their members into
the pond for a full-body soaking.
The final women’s matchup was between Alpha Sigma Tau sorority and
Delta Delta Delta sorority. After a false
start, AST regrouped and advanced to
the next round. The crowd started to
groan and there were remarks about an

CHYNNA MILLER | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Jaclynn Gonzalez, a senior special education major, and her sorority Delta Zeta gets tugged into the water during the second round of Tugs on Wednesday at the Campus Pond.

unfair advantage for east-side tuggers.
The big men tournament started, although Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity pulled
from the match against Sigma Pi fraternity because some of the Pike’s big men
tried to cut down enough weight to hit
the 175-pound cutoff and not all of their
members did. They eventually decided
to pull from the big men tournament.
Sigma Chi fraternity versus Sigma
Nu fraternity was the first men’s match
of the day. Fans were saying they like
watching the men more because they
are stubborn and when they are about
to lose they don’t give up.
Sigma Chi eventually won the match
advancing to the next round.
Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity faced
off against Delta Tau Delta fraternity.
Delt members had lazar-like focus and
looked poised for a victory.
Even though they were on the east
side, the Delts were the first team to
lose from that side. They were in the

lead until fatigue set in and Lambda
Chi became the first team to win on the
west side of the pond.
The final match was considered a
heated tug rivalry between Sigma Phi
Epsilon and Sigma Alpha Epsilon.
Most men had eye paint under their
eyes and mud riding up their ankles.
A four-minute and twelve-second
dogfight ended in a Sigma Alpha Epsilon victory.
SAE had their front member close
to the water and then with plenty of
energy left pulled a gassed Sigma Phi
Epsilon team to victory. The strategy
worked.
The matchups will continue at 4
p.m. Friday at the Campus Pond where
there will more matchups will determine the elite.
Logan Pullen can
be reached at 581-2812
or lbpullen@eiu.edu.
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A Delta Zeta sorority member kicks the the mud off her cleats before a
match during tugs Wednesday at Campus Pond. The sorority was tugging
on the west side, which participants reported put them at a disadvantage,
since it was significantly muddier.
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We’re going
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summer!
Starting May 12th
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1,2,3 Bedrooms, Close To Campus!!
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Check back on Friday
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PAWS UP/PAWS DOWN
STUDENT SENATE: The
Student Senate election
results were released last
night.

WEIGHT SCALE: The
upstairs scale at the SRC
broke yesterday, causing a
dilemma for patrons who
want to monitor progress.

TRANSFER: Eastern offers
a list of classes that can
transfer from community
colleges. Each community
college has the Eastern
class right by the equivalent
course. It can be found
online.
RIEBOLD: Pole vaulter, Jade
Riebold, who finished No. 2
in the country last year, faces
surgery for a back injury that
will cause her to miss the
rest of the track season.

FROZEN: The Chicago Tribune
reported that vast amounts
of parents are taking to social
media to complain that the
song “Let It Go” from the
movie “Frozen” is stuck in
their child’s heads and find it
annoying.
WIND: The gushing winds
outside have spoiled
potential amazing days
outside.

Become a DEN
columnist

If you have an idea for a column, run
it by Kyle Daubs in the newsroom and
he’ll give you more details of how
columns work.

Call 581-2812

Quote of the Day
“Which came first the intestine,
or the tapeworm?”
-William Borroughs

W

rite a letter to the editor

You have something to say. Knowing this, The Daily Eastern News
provides a place for you to say it
every day.
Letters to the editor can be submitted at any
time on any topic to the Opinions Editor to be
published in The Daily Eastern News. The DEN’s
policy is to run all letters that are not libelous or
potentially harmful. Letters to the editor can be
brought in with identification to The DEN or sent
to DENopinions@gmail.com.

For extended letters and
forums for all content, visit
dailyeasternnews.com

JOSH WILLIAMS | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

STAFF EDITORIAL

Broaden horizons with awareness
With the slew of different months that
arise throughout the year – from AfricanAmerican Heritage Month to Breast Cancer
Awareness Month – these are ample opportunities for students to broaden their horizons.
April is Asian American Heritage Month,
Sexual Assault Awareness Month and Alcohol Awareness Month.
Throughout this month, the Eastern
community is putting on various events to
help promote each cause.
These different months and the different
causes are meant to help educate people on
the topics at hand.
Education does not happen just in the
classroom, but in the events and the world
around people.
These different months should be used
as opportunities to help yourself learn
more about issues and topics normally not
brought into the limelight.
Without ideas and different months to
help promote these causes, it would never
go addressed.
Just because something is going on that

is not school-related, does not mean the
learning process ends.
Everyday should be a new learning opportunity and as people about to assimilate
to the real world, students should be soaking up as much information as possible.
Take Back the Night begins at 6 p.m.
Thursday in the University Ballroom of the
Martin Luther King Jr. University Union.
This is to raise awareness of sexual assault
and to support survivors of sexual assault.
Asian Night is at 6 p.m. Saturday in the
Lumpkin Hall Auditorium.
To celebrate Asian American Heritage
Month, there will be a fashion show, dance
performances and more.
These are all events going on Eastern’s
campus, ripe for students to become more
educated.
But, the catch is, the events only work if
students go to them and enter with an open
mind on the subject.
Students are needed to make this university work and students are needed to make
the education process a success.
By ignoring or deciding not to partici-

pate, not only does that rob someone of the
chance for a great experience, it robs the
learning experience.
Even though the bell has rang and the
desks are empty does not mean you should
turn off your brain.
Instead, there is so much more students
can learn outside of a classroom – all in
preparation of being a better student, a better citizen, a better person.
These opportunities come too few and
too far to squander.
Missing out on these cultural, educational and important life experiences are no way
to go through your college years.
This is not about doing homework or research for a paper.
It goes beyond that. It should come from
a deep-seeded need to want to learn.
And with a myriad of opportunities at
the ready, it is hard not to.
The daily editorial is the majority opinion
of the editorial board of The Daily Eastern
News.

Travel, take your own adventures
One of my favorite words is wanderlust.
Wanderlust: a strong, innate impulse or desire to travel the world. I love this word because I think it is one of the best things a
person can have; a desire to travel.
With the weather finally becoming nice,
now is the time to travel, to take a road trip
with your friends, to go somewhere new.
As college students, this is the time to
go on crazy adventures to explore and learn
about the world.
With finals coming up in a few weeks we
may have all become strung-out with all the
homework and tests we have to get through
before summer finally starts and the fun can
begin, but why can’t the fun start now?
Even though there are still a few weeks
left of school, that does not mean you have
to hold off on having fun. Go on a weekend
road trip with your friends. Drive somewhere, anywhere. Get lost. Have an amazing adventure. Your life is now, so enjoy it
while you can. Don’t just wait for the op-

Jessica Kozik
portunity to have fun to present itself, instead make it happen.
Being in college is supposed to teach
us about the world, but it can only do so
much. To really learn about the world
around you, you need to explore.
Going to different places will teach you
new things and open up your mind to new
ideas.
It can show you different ways of living and make you understand the world so
much deeper.
I’m not saying you have to spend a bunch

of money on a ticket to Paris, because a lot
of us can’t afford that, but try taking a small
trip around your state and discover something you haven’t come across before.
We live in a great big world. There is always going to be somewhere new to travel to.
Take advantage of your youth because
this is the time when you don’t have too
many roots to tie you down.
Get in your car and drive and see where
it takes you. Let your curiosity take over.
I guarantee that traveling will be one of
the best times of your life.
As St. Augustine wrote, “The world is a
book and those who do not travel, only
open one page.”
Jessica Kozik is a English and sociology major.
She can be reached at 581-2812 or
DENopinions@gmail.com

Editorial Board
Editor in Chief
Dominic Renzetti

Managing Editor
Bob Galuski

Associate News Editor
Jarad Jarmon

Online Editor
Jason Howell

Opinions Editor
Kyle Daubs

THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS | CAMPUS

THURSDAY, APRIL 10 , 2014

Down, but not out

»
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DeShawn, a 13-year-old who attends the Teen Reach program, is helped up after sliding into a base during a kickball game Wednesday in the Library Quad. The group gathers regularly to offer hands-on interaction and outdoor
activities to local teenagers. Wedesday's warm weather inspired the kickball game.

CAA to revise syllabus policies
By Jack Cruikshank
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
The Council on Academic Affairs,
with no academic revisions to vote on,
will vote on various policy revisions at its
meeting at 2 p.m. Thursday in the ArcolaTuscola Room of the Martin Luther King
Jr. University Union.
The revisions include changes to the
CAA syllabus policy, the general education catalog description and the university
learning goals for the catalog.
The first revision, to the CAA syllabus
policy, involves reviewing of Eastern’s policy for all university syllabi, which has been
in effect since 1995 on campus.
The syllabus policy revision specifically highlights the need for the review of all
syllabi within a department periodically.

»

ELECTIONS

According to the proposal before the
council, departments are encouraged to
develop review procedures for syllabi.
Although the council has discussed a
duration for which a syllabus must be periodically reviewed, the new policy revision does not specify a set time limit.
Other goals for the syllabus policy include fostering departmental discussion
regarding academic proficiency.
“The suggested review process encourages departmental discussion of course
rigor as well as instruction and evaluation
of the intended course objectives,” the
proposal said.
The proposed changes will also bring
about better cohesion among courses, according to the proposal.
“The documentation and review process is intended to facilitate better consis-

tency of curriculum delivery, alignment
and rigor, all of which facilitate better student learning, transfer of skills, and outcomes at EIU,” the proposal said.
After reviewing the syllabus policy, the
council will review the specifications that
designate a course to be general education.
This chance comes after the council revised the university’s learning goals for Fall
2014, and the council is now adding the
new learning goals to be included in general education courses.
The council will then vote to add the
revised university learning goals to the academic catalog starting in Fall 2014.
Jack Cruikshank can
be reached at 581-2812
or jdcruikshank@eiu.edu.
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Any of the funds not used during First
Night will be allocated back into the student government budget. Eskew said it
is a possibility that might be the case depending on sponsorships.
The senate tabled a resolution that

would allow the use of $300 dollars from
the FY2015 budget to be used for Pantherpalooza next semester. This fair-like
event allows registered student organizations to promote upcoming events as well
as recruit new students.

They will vote on this resolution as
well as elect the next semester’s student
senate speaker.
Jarad Jarmon can be reached at
581-2812 or jsjarmon@eiu.edu.

SPEAK
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Currently on The News’ website
there are 24 combined stories, editorials and columns related to the
“Barn Party.” The stories, editorials
and columns cover everything from
city settlements with the owner of
the warehouse where the “Barn Party” was hosted to the subsequent
rules about late-night parties on
campus changing.
Seve Day, the president of The
Untold Truth, said the “Barn Party” was not promoted as a drinking
event.
“If you remember the fliers for
the ‘Barn Party,’ they were not promoting alcohol consumption or violent natures,” he said. “We were just
trying to have a good time, like everybody else does when they go to
parties.”
Day was critical of bar crawls and
the lack of attention they receive in
the media.
“Bar crawls are actually intended for you to get drunk, it’s actually intended for you to go out and
consume alcohol and go to another bar and keep on doing it for the
rest of the night,” he said. “So why
isn’t that put in the newspaper and
brought to the attention of our students on campus, instead of putting
the ‘Barn Party’ into this and saying
that we promote violence and danger to our students on campus?”
Booth, a freshman communication studies major, said there
needs to be more university policies
against bar crawls, the same way
policy changed following the “Barn
Party.”
“If the university is notified annually about the bar crawls’ history and behavior, why is it that they
have done nothing to change the
policies and procedures of an offcampus event, as they have changed
the policies and procedures without
hesitation about the ‘Barn Party?’”
he said.
Following the “Barn Party,” the
policies for late-night parties at university buildings were modified. Attendees now must purchase tickets
in advance, rather than at the door.
Day said bar crawls present dangers to student health and need
the same type of attention that the
“Barn Party” received.
“As you can see, after the ‘Barn
Party,’ there were also alerts to the
phone, newspaper articles about
how somebody was hospitalized,” he
said. “If you’ve ever seen bar crawls,
you’ve seen people laid out on the

ground and people are hospitalized
because of alcohol consumption and
hospitalized because they have alcohol poisoning.”
Tenia Collins, a health administration major and member of Zeta
Phi Beta, said she felt that Giberson’s death was covered up by the
university.
“As far as the young lady being
killed by her boyfriend, everybody
wanted to just whisper in each other’s ears about the situation,” she
said. “No one sent out a mass text
message, letting us know that this
situation happened. I feel like, with
a situation like that, when you’re
dealing with a murder, I feel like everyone should be involved in that,
everyone should know that this
happened.”
Dan Nadler, the vice president
for student affairs, was not available for comment as to why no text
alerts were sent out following the
killing.
Collins said that in that type of
situation, students need to be informed.
“What if this was an incident
of one of us walking around campus alone and we don’t know who
this man is, he could be a psychopath for all we know,” she said. “So
what if he would have tried to do
the same thing to us? And the fact
that the school is trying to keep that
hidden, I feel like that just needs
to open up a lot of peoples’ minds
and make us wonder like, ‘OK, so
what’s the problem here?’”
Collins stressed that minority
students need to come together.
“I just feel like we all just need
to come to a realization that we
are still enslaved, and a lot of people fail to realize that,” she said.
“But the minorities, it’s more hard
for us out here to make it then it is
the Caucasians or the Latin Americans. I just feel like we all should
just come together, like for real.”
Following the forum, the crowd
marched from the Doudna Steps to
the South Quad and then to Booth
Library.
Steeples, who was charged with
first degree murder, is set to appear
in court on Monday. A suspect was
never identified as the shooter at
the “Barn Party.”
Dominic Renzetti can
be reached at 581-2812
or dcrenzetti@eiu.edu.

BUCHANAN STREET
A PA R T M E N T S

NOW LEASING FOR FALL
2014-2015

SHORT ON CASH!?
SIGN A LEASE WITH NO MONEY DOWN!

OUR RENT PRICES HAVE BEEN
REDUCED - SAVE BIG!
YOU CAN STILL FIND NICE HOUSES LATE IN THE YEAR!
GREAT LOCATIONS ON CAMPUS STILL AVAILABLE:
One to Six Bedroom Homes

Call 708-772-3711 To Reserve Your Home for
Fall 2014 Now!
WWW.HALLBERGRENTALS.COM

5

1, 2, & 3
BEDROOM
APARTMENTS
AVAILABLE
*close to campus
*plenty of off-street parking
*water/trash included

2 1 7 - 3 4 5 - 1 266

BuchananSt.com

Come back tomorrow to get the scoop on what’s
happening at EIU and in Charleston!
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Sublessors

Millennium Place - 2 subleasers needed immediately for 2014-2015 school
year! 1 block from campus, fully furnished, 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
dishwasher, washer/dryer. $525/
monthly all inclusive. If interested,
please call or text (773) 988-6193.
__________________________4/15
Sublease needed! Unique Homes 3
bedroom apartment, $375/month. Call
Macey, 217-377-1169.
__________________________4/22

For rent
Beautiful, near-new construction! 3 BR,
2 1/2 bath, laundry in unit, balcony, &
garage. $1185/mo ($395/student). Single BR also available. Call now,
630-505-8374.
__________________________4/10
Huge one and two BR apts. Best prices,
call us first. Trash, water, Central Air,
Fitness Center, Walk-in closets.
815-600-3129 Leave Message.
__________________________4/11
We accept financial aid!!! Save $4,000
compared to dorms, great 1,2 & 3 bedrooms. Call or text
217-273-6820/217-273-2048.
__________________________4/11
GO GREEN! WE offer apartments with
solar heating and LED lighting. Only
$300 a month. Call or text 217-2736820/217-273-2048
__________________________4/11
Close to campus. Attractive, quiet and
affordable. 2 BR $375/person all inclusive. Call or text 217-273-6820 or
217-273-2048.
__________________________4/11
Fall 2014: 3 or 4 BR house. 2 blocks
from campus. 2 full baths, W/D, dishwasher. Call or text 217-276-7003.
__________________________4/11
4-5 bedroom house, 1109 4th St. $280/
person. 345-6257
__________________________4/11
BOWERS RENTALS - Nice 2-4 BR
homes for Fall. 6 month leases available. Discounted prices starting at
$300/BR. Call or text 217-345-4001 or
visit us at eiuliving.com.
__________________________4/11
SUMMER STORAGE, SIZES 4X12 UP
TO 10X30, PRICES STARTING AT
$30/MONTH. 217-348-7746
__________________________4/11
VILLAGE RENTALS 2014 Fall Leasing
Newly remodeled and redecorated 1 &
2 BR apts. and 3 & 4 BR house. Close to
campus. 217-345-2516 for appointment.
__________________________4/14
Nice 4 bedroom house, 10 month
lease, A/C dishwasher, off street parking, $300 per bedroom. 217-273-1395
__________________________4/15
Large 3, 4, 5 bedroom houses. A/c, 10
month lease, dishwasher, W/D.
217-273-1395
__________________________4/15
Available for 2014 school year, one,
two, and three bedroom apartments.
Fully furnished living room and bedrooms. Mix of ceramic, hardwood, and
laminate flooring, washer/dryer. Cathedral ceilings, skylights. Leather furniture. Lincoln Street/Division Street
location, close to Lantz. For additional
information and a tour call 217-5086757 or write to
777aboveandbeyond@gmail.com
__________________________4/16
5 bedroom house close to campus!
254-1311 dcburte@gmail.com
__________________________4/16

For rent
Available now and fall 2014 - Four bedroom house fully furnished 1 1/2
blocks from Old Main on Lincoln Ave.
Two bathroom, washer/dryer. Large
kitchen, formal dinning room , hardwood, ceramic and carpeted flooring.
For additional information and a tour
call 217-508-6757 or write to
777aboveandbeyond@gmail.com
__________________________4/17
Nice 3 and 6 BR houses. Fall ‘14. A/C,
W/D, dishwasher, trash pd. Close to
EIU. $300/person, 11 month lease. Call
or text Bobby 847-826-5626.
__________________________4/18
Nice house for rent. 3-4 students. 1526
3rd Street. Fall 2014-2015. Washer/
Dyer, Central Air, Front Porch, Large
Yard, High Efficiency Furnace, Trash included. Call 217-549-5402
__________________________4/18
Great Location! Fall 2014. Newly Remodeled 4 BD houses on 12th Street.
Walk to campus. Early move in available. Yard service included. No pets.
217-549-9348
__________________________4/18
CHECK US OUT NEXT TO DOUNDA!
1812 9TH ST. 2 & 3 BEDROOMS
AVAILABLE ‘14-’15! ALSO, 1 BD FOR
SUMMER, 1205 GRANT - RENT NOW!
SAMMYRENTALS.COM CALL OR
TEXT 549-4011
__________________________4/18
Discounts on 4, 5 and 6 BR houses! EIUStudentRentals.com 217-355-9595
__________________________4/25
1 and 2 bedrooms for Fall. EIUSudentRenals.com 217-345-9595
__________________________4/25
Greg Badger Rentals. 918 18h St.
Charleston, IL 61920. 345-9595
__________________________4/25
For Rent: 3 bedroom house at 1521
11th Street, 11 month lease, $235 per
person a month, w/d call 549-7031
__________________________4/25
Fall 2014: 2 bedroom duplex east of
campus - all inclusive plans available!
rcrRentals.com or 217-345-5832
__________________________4/25
3-4 BR 2 BA. W/D, $225/person. 1210
Division- across from park.
345-5555, Larry.
__________________________4/25
Newly remodeled houses. Close to
campus. 3 & 4 BR. 217-962-0790
__________________________4/29
3 Bedroom furnished apartment for
2014-15 school year. $185 per student
for a 10 month lease, no pets.
Call 345-3664.
__________________________4/30
Unique Properties has SPRING FEVER!
We’ve dropped our prices!! Come
check out one of our spacious, beautifully furnished apartments! All inclusive prices begin at just $395! Excellent
Location Still Available for Fall! Need a
six month lease? No problem we have
just the spot for you! Roommate
matching is available. Call today for
your apartment showing 345RENT(7368)!! STAY UNIQUE!
www.unique-properties.net
__________________________4/30
P.P. & W PROPERTIES. Please contact us
at www.ppwrentals.com,
217-348-8249.
___________________________5/1
AVAILABLE AUGUST 2014 1 and 3
bedroom apts., one block north of Old
Main on 6th Street.
www.ppwrentals.com, 217-348-8249.
___________________________5/1
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For rent
NEW 2 BEDROOM APTS DIRECTLY
ACROSS FROM BUZZARD ON 9th
STREET washer, dryer, dishwasher, microwave, major appliances, central
heat and a/c. Call us for more details.
www.ppwrentals.com, 217-348-8249.
___________________________5/1
STUDIO & ONE BEDROOM APTS located in “The Fields,” 3 blocks from
campus, available August 2014.
Washer, dryer, dishwasher, microwave,
major appliances, central heat and a/c.
All apts. are less than 5 years old.
www.ppwrentals.com, 217-348-8249.
___________________________5/1
BRITTANY RIDGE TOWNHOUSES For
3-5 persons, unbeatable floor plan, 3 &
4 bedroom, 2 1/2 baths, deck, central
air, washer, dryer, dishwasher. Free
trash and parking, low utility bills, local
responsive landlord. Starting @ 210 /
person. Available Fall 2014, lease
length negotiable. 217-246-3083
___________________________5/5
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________5/5
June or August: 2 BR apts. 2001 S. 12th
St. and 1305 18th St. all appliances,
trash pd. 348-7746,
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________5/5
MELROSE & BROOKLYN APTS Recently Reduced Prices + Free DVR +
$200 OFF Sec. Dep. with coupon = LIVING IN YOUR DREAM APARTMENT IN
2014-2015! 217-345-5515
www.melroseonfourth.com
___________________________5/5
August: 3 BR apt, 820 Lincoln Ave, All
appliances and dishwasher, water &
trash pd. 348-7746,
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________5/5
For Fall very nice 2 bed 2 bath duplex
with 3 separate vanities, W/D, and
dishwasher in unit. On campus side of
12th Street. 217-493-7559
___________________________5/5
July or August: 2 BR apts. 955 4th St. All appliances, with dishwasher, garage, water & trash pd. 348-7746,
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________5/5
4 BR, 2 BA duplex, 1 blk. from EIU, 1520
9th St. Stove, fridge, microwave, dishwasher, W/D, trash pd. 350/ person.
348-7746,
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________5/5
June or August: 1 BR deluxe apts. 117
W. Polk, 905 A Street, 1306/1308 Arthur Ave, all appliances, with W/D &
dishwasher, trash pd. 348-7746,
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________5/5
VERY NICE 6 bedroom 3 bath house
behind Family Video with dishwasher,
W/D, and 4 separate bathroom vanities. Excellent parking - 4 people $350
each / 5 people $325 each / 6 people
$300 each myeiuhome.com
217-493-1559
___________________________5/5
June: 1 & 2 BR apt, 605 W. Grant, stove,
fridge, dishwasher, w/d or w/d hookup, trash pd. 348-7746,
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________5/5
4 BEDROOM TOWNHOUSE CLOSE TO
CAMPUS. $225/ MONTH FOR 4 PEOPLE; $275/ MONTH FOR 3 PEOPLE,
CALL/TEXT 708-254-0455
___________________________5/5
Short on Cash? Sign a Lease with No
Money Down! One to Six Bedroom
Homes. Close to Campus Available.
Call 815-546-6767 for More Info!
___________________________5/5

For rent
SUMMER STORAGE, SIZES 4X12 UP
TO 10X30, PRICES STARTING AT $30/
MONTH. 217-348-7746
___________________________5/5
Still Looking for a House for Fall? Clean,
Well-Maintained Homes at EIU. You
won’t find nicer homes for LESS- Guaranteed! Stop looking at expensive
rentals when you can get more for
LESS! Call 815-546-6767.
___________________________5/5
2014 Fall semester 3 Bed, 2 Bath house.
W/D, pets possible. 273-2507 call or
text 1710 11th Street.
___________________________5/5
FALL 2014: VERY NICE 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 BR
HOUSES, TOWNHOUSES, & APARTMENTS. EXCELLENT LOCATIONS, 1-3
BLOCKS FROM CAMPUS.
217-493-7559, myeiuhome.com
___________________________5/5
Reduced Rentals on Campus Available!
Super Nice Homes- Bargain Priced. Pay
your rent & have money left over for
the weekends! Be AMAZED at how AFFORDABLE great houses are! Call
815-546-6767.
___________________________5/5
BUCHANAN ST. APARTMENTS - 1, 2,
& 3 BR apartments. Water and trash
included. Plenty of off-street parking. Call 345-1266 or go to our website, www.BuchananSt.com.
___________________________5/5
1, 2, and 3 bedroom apartments,
available now, June, or August. Furnished or unfurnished. Laundry,
A/C, clean, and affordable. Close to
EIU. No Pets. 345-7286, Williams
Rentals. www.jwilliamsrentals.com
___________________________5/5
5 bedroom house for Fall. Central
air, W/D, close to EIU. Clean, affordable, locally owned and managed.
No pets. 345-7286, Williams Rentals.
www.jwilliamsrentals.com
___________________________5/5
2 BR, 2 BATH APARTMENTS. 1026 EDGAR DRIVE, 2/3 BR HOMES. $250 PER
PERSON. 549-4074 OR 294-1625
___________________________5/5
Special-Special-Special- Our beautiful houses only 1/2 block from the
Rec Center, are available at very low
rates! Call us before you sign up; we
will save you money. 217-345-5048
___________________________5/5

1, 2, 3 and 4 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
AVAILABLE JUNE OR AUGUST
*Quiet
locations

For appointment
Phone
217- 348- 7746

*As low as
$285/mo each
person

820 LINCOLN AVE, CHARLESTON, IL
Office Hours 9-5 M-F, 9-3 Sat
WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM
No gimmicks, Just Good Housing.
25+ years of proven rental management
RENT Now, May, or Fall 2014
Housing for 1, 2, 3, or 4
Call for an
appointment!

1512 A Street. P.O. Box 377
Charleston, IL 61920
217 345-4489 – Fax 345-4472
www.woodrentals.com

SS Rentals

Love DEN
the

6

follow us on twitter

Just a few units left!

2 Bedroom Apartments on 9th Sreet

All-Inclusive Pricing

@den_news
@den_sports

217.549.1449

@den_verge

Recognize yourself in the
Daily Eastern News?

Find and purchase your photos at
denphotos.smugmug.com!

Want to save trees?
Check us out online!

EMAIL BLAST!

Get the DEN sent straight to your email! Sign up today at DENnews.com!
www.dennews.com

Check back on Friday
for our Verge Edition
to find out about
the latest in
entertainment!
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Junior pitcher Andrew Grahn pitches in a game against Illinois College on Wednesday at Coaches Stadium. Grahn pitched five innings and recorded his first career win. The Panthers won 8-2
and improve to 10-22 overall.

Eastern beats division III Illinois College
By Aldo Soto
Assistant Sports Editor | @AldoSoto21
Junior shortstop Dane Sauer was
the only starting position player that
Eastern coach Jim Schmitz penciled
into his lineup, as the Panthers defeated Division III Illinois College 8-2 at
Coaches Stadium Wednesday afternoon.
The Panthers jumped out to an early 6-0 lead, scoring twice in the first
inning and four more times in the second, leading to the win.
Eastern improved to 10-22 this season and extended its winning streak to
six against the Blueboys.
Illinois College dropped to 13-9
with the loss.

Schmitz said he wanted to play the
backups to give them an opportunity
to play and feel part of the team.
“You sit on the bench for three,
four, five, six weeks with a pinch-hit
here or there, so to me it was just good
getting guys in the game and giving
them a chance to play,” Schmitz said.
Freshman Alex Cain led the early offensive output, driving in three
runs, including a two-run single that
dropped in front of Illinois Colleges’
left fielder Austin Dormire in the second inning.
The Blueboys’ pitching staff was
not the sharpest Wednesday, as Clayton Carr and Jake Horve combined to
walk three batters and hit five more in
the first two innings.

Eastern hitters drew a total of six
walks against the Blueboys.
Cain walked with the bases loaded
in the first inning, after a Trey Russell
single was sandwiched between a hit
batter and a walk.
Wednesday’s game was Cain’s first
start of the season, as he had made six
previous appearances, recording seven
total plate appearances.
He later added another RBI in the
bottom of the sixth inning, when a
running Dormire could not handle the
fly ball hit by Cain that resulted in a
double and a 7-2 lead for Eastern.
Junior Andrew Grahn made his first
start since last season, as he pitched in
his second game all season.
Following four scoreless innings,

Grahn ran into some trouble with two
outs in the fifth inning.
First, Dalton Kerans jumped on the
first pitch from Grahn and hit a home
run to straight away left field. After a
walk and an infield single, T.J. Albers
lined a base hit to center field, drawing Illinois College within four runs of
Eastern at 6-2.
That was Grahn’s final inning, as he
finished with five strikeout, allowing
two runs on four hits, while surrendering a walk.
Grahn picked up the win – the first
of his career after entering with a 0-9
record during his first two seasons with
Eastern.
Schmitz said it was good seeing
Grahn with a solid outing.

Panthers place second to last at invite
Bob Reynolds
Staff Reporter | @BobReynoldsDEN
Following a three-week break
in between competitions, the Eastern men’s golf team finished up two
rounds of action in the Arkansas State
Red Wolf Invitational over the past
two days.
The Panthers placed 20th out of
21 teams, which is one of their worst
finishes on the season.
The men finished behind fellow
Ohio Valley Conference rivals Belmont, Tennessee-Martin, Southern
Illinois Edwardsville, Tennessee Tech
and Tennessee State.
Individually, Oscar Borda led all
Panthers with a three-round total of
233 at the Par 72, 6,565-yard Ridge
Point Country Club.
Borda finished tied for 64th out of
110 competitors in the field.
The host, Arkansas State, earned

the team title with a combined score
of 862.
Easton Key led the way for Arkansas State, as he shot a 70, 71 and 74
for the three rounds.
Also, his teammate Chase Holden
shot a 72, 74 and 69, which tied Key
and also was good enough for a top
three finish for both golfers.
OVC foe Belmont finished second in the tournament with a score
of 874, 12 strokes behind Arkansas
State.
Belmont was led by Ben Simpson who carded a total of 214 for the
three rounds and finished second for
the individuals.
In-state rival Illinois State placed
third in the tournament with a team
score of 878.
The Redbirds were led by Tyler
Gentilella who carded a 214 for the
three rounds and tied in third place
in the individual portion of the tour-

individual portion.
The lowest score of the tournaWhat: Big Blue Intercollegiate ment was carded by Arkansas State
Where: Hermitage Golf Course, freshman Matthew Loiacano, who
shot a 7seven-under 65 in the third
Old Hickory, Tenn.
round of the tournament. Loiacano
finished 13th for the tournament.
When: April 13-15
South Dakota State’s Hudson Carpenter won the individual medal,
Fellow OVC foe, Tennessee
shooting a 211 for the tournament,
but his team finished fifth for the
State will host this meet.
tournament.
The Easter men will have a few
nament.
The Redbirds also had anoth- days off before getting back to action.
The Panthers are set to compete at
er individual place in the top 10
as Parker Freiburg shot a 218 for the April 13-15 Big Blue Intercollethe three rounds and finished in giate, which will be hosted by fellow
OVC foe Tennessee State at the Hereighth place for the tournament.
Coming in fourth place for the mitage Golf Course in Old Hickory,
tournament was the University Tenn.
of Nebraska-Omaha, which shot
a team total of 882 and was led
Bob Reynolds can
by Karl Krieser who shot a total
be reached at 581-2812
of 219 and finished ninth for the
or rjreynolds@eiu.edu.
GOLF MEET

»

“Obviously we’ve had some inconsistency with the arms and seeing him
out there throw strikes was good,” he
said.
Jaden Widdersheim, Ben Kennedy, Garrison Stenger and Jake Haberer
pitched the final four innings to wrap
up the win for the Panthers.
Eastern will continue its home
stand as the Panthers will welcome
Ohio Valley Conference foe Tennessee
Tech for a three-game series, starting at
3 p.m. Friday.
Saturday and Sunday’s games will
start at 1 p.m. at Coaches Stadium.

WIN

Aldo Soto can
be reached at 581-2812
o r asoto2@eiu.edu.
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For the Salukis, Katie Bertelsen was credited with the loss, as her record fell to 9-7 on
the season. She pitched 4.1 innings, giving up
eight hits, seven runs, which were all earned.
She also hit three batters, while striking out
two.
Taylor Orsburn came on to pitch in relief
for the Salukis, as she went 2.2 innings, giving
up two hits during her outing.
Panther pitchers scattered five hits on the
day, but they did walk six batters, while the defense committed three errors. All of this resulted in the Salukis garnering six runs.
The Panthers will host a three-game weekend set against Tennessee-Martin, starting with
a doubleheader Saturday.
The first game of the doubleheader is set to
start at 1 p.m. followed by game two at 3 p.m.
at Williams Field. The series finale is scheduled
for 1 p.m. Sunday.
Kaz Darzinskis can
be reached at 581-2812
or kcdarzinskis@eiu.edu .

@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: #EIU wins 8-2 over Illinois College. The Panthers are now 10-22.
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NO PAIN, NO GAME: Valach overcomes injury

By Aldo Soto
Assistant Sports Editor | @AldoSoto21

A

pitch takes a little less than half
a second to reach home plate on
average.
In that span of time, Eastern junior
Brant Valach went from starting third
baseman to out five weeks with a broken bone in his right hand.
The Eastern baseball team was in its
seventh game of the season, facing Arkansas on the road on Feb. 23.
Down 2-0 in the top of the seventh
inning, Valach stepped up to the plate,
settled in to his batting stance and then
was hit by a pitch.
Naturally, Valach began to walk to
first base, thinking he had been awarded a base by the hit by pitch. Home
plate umpire Steve Dew did not see it
that way.
“It hit off my wrist, as I kind of
turned into the pitch, which I shouldn’t
have done, but I started running to first
base but the guy called it a foul ball,”
Valach said.
“I was shocked. I couldn’t believe
it. I wanted to show the guy the lace
marks that were on my wrist. Crap,
when it hurts that bad you at least want
to get a base out of it.”
With adrenaline running through
his body, as more than 2,000 Arkansas
fans in attendance on a Sunday afternoon hollered out, Valach finished the
at-bat, drawing a walk and adding an
RBI next to his name.
Valach then went out to play third
base in the bottom half of the inning,
but something did not feel right.
“I threw one ball just in-between innings and it was a different pain, not
a sore pain because I could tell something was injured,” he said.
“Then I threw another ball and with
every throw it started to hurt more and
more. It started to throb, so that’s when
I knew there was something wrong.”
After a couple of tests performed by
the team’s athletic trainer, the junior
was pulled out of the game.
The next day Valach had X-rays
done.
He had a broken bone below his
right thumb. He was told he would
miss four to six weeks.
“You work during the whole offseason, putting in all of the hours and one
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Junior infielder Brant Valach swings in a game on March 30 at Coaches Stadium. The Panthers were swept by Jacksonville State.

pitch makes you sit out a month,” he
said.
For the next four weeks he had to
wear a removable cast and was told he
could not really do much rehab on the
broken bone.
Valach did not return to action until March 28. During that missed time,
Valach was left following the Panthers’
games through his computer.
“It’s really disappointing having to
watch the game on live stats,” Valach
said. “You know, when it would be my
turn to go hit I just wanted to be out
there more than anything.”
Valach missed a total of 17 games,
including Eastern’s 2-4 start in the
Ohio Valley Conference.
After the Panthers finished a series
against IPFW, Valach was out of his removable cast and could finally start to
work on strengthening his hand.
“I was using putty, stretching it a lot

and just doing little things to strengthen it,” Valach said.
On March 25, Valach said he was
told that he could not injure the bone
any more if he decided to play, as long
as he could withstand the pain — unless he was hit in the same place again.
He began to take batting practice to
test out how it felt, slowly increasing
the number of swings he would take
during the week.
Then on March 28, with Jacksonville State arriving at Coaches Stadium,
Valach was asked if could play.
“It was a Friday decision if I could
play or not and I said I could,” Valach
said.
It wasn’t the most triumphant return, as Valach went hitless in two atbats, but did pick up a walk in Eastern’s 8-2 loss.
Before the game and every game
since his return, Valach has taped up

his hand as much as possible to prevent
any further injury.
“Me and the trainer are joking
around a little bit, but I probably go
through $10 worth of tape a day, so
there’s quite a bit of tape on there,” Valach said.
After the Jacksonville State series
and a game on the road against Illinois
State, Valach went 9-for-15 against
Murray State, including a three-home
run game Sunday.
The right-handed hitter drove in
10 runs, while scoring six of his own
against the Thoroughbreds. The offensive performance earned Valach Ohio
Valley Conference Player of the Week.
Before Valach departed the Eastern
lineup in late February, he was hitting
.136 (3-for-22).
Being out for more than a month
gave Valach a new perspective. Early in the season, Valach would put a

lot of pressure on himself, but that has
changed since returning.
“I’m having more fun than I ever
had before,” he said. “That’s why I
think I’m doing so well, because I’m
not putting pressure on myself anymore.”
Though Valach is still playing
through the pain and knows that it
would only take one more pitch hitting
his hand to seriously get injured again,
but that will not stop him.
“When I hit it’s still there, when I
throw it’s still there, but you deal with
it,” he said. “As long as you don’t try to
think about it and focus on what you’re
trying to do, it sort of hides itself. You
never play baseball at 100 percent no
matter what.”
Aldo Soto can
be reached at 581-2812
or asoto2@eiu.edu.

Eastern holds off
Southern for win
By Kaz Darzinskis
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern softball team traveled to
Southern Illinois-Carbondale and defeated the Salukis 7-6, improving the
Panthers’ record to 27-11 this season
Wednesday at Charlotte West Stadium.
The Salukis dropped to 17-18 with
the loss, while Eastern increased its winning streak to four.
Eastern sent out Stephanie Maday to
pitch, coming off her Ohio Valley Conference Pitcher of the Week award and
picked up the win, going to 11-5 for the
Panthers. Maday pitched 4.1 innings,
striking out one and giving up five
walks, as she surrendered three earned
runs.
Eastern’s defense committed three
errors, which made Southern Illinois
hoover close to the Panthers, who had a
3-1 lead after three innings.
Freshman Hannah Rachor saw action; after she came in from the Pan-

thers’ bullpen to relieve Maday, getting
her first career save as a Panther.
Rachor pitched 2.2 innings, giving
up a solo home run. She struck out a
batter and walked another, while getting
the nearly three-inning save.
On offense, the Panthers doubled up
the Salukis, hitting safely 10 times with
Hannah Cole and April Markowski
leading the way. Each player went 2-for3 in the game as Markowski also had
two RBIs.
Jennette Isaac continued her hit
streak, as she went 1-for-4 in the
Wednesday afternnon. She also drove
in two RBIs. She has now hit safely in
18 straight games, pacing the Eastern
offense from the leadoff position in the
Panthers’ lineup.
Reynae Hutchinson, who had been
moved up to the No. 3 spot in the lineup, hit a two-run home run in the third
inning, as Eastern coach Angie Nicholson decided to rest some players against
Southern Illinois.
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Junior infielder Bailey O'Dell bunts the ball as senior infielder Reynae Hutchinson races to score in a game on April
6 at Williams Field. The Panthers won the doubleheader against Morehead State 8-1 and 14-0.

